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AGENDA



Hi! Iʼm Laura.

● Practicing immigration law for 14 
years. 

● Represented clients + corporations 
from numerous countries

● Handled business, family, humanitarian 
immigration legal matters

● Currently solo practice attorney + legal 
training attorney for large global 
non-profit 

PRODUCT 
OVERVIE
W



THE 
IMMIGRATION 

SYSTEM



“RULES” OF IMMIGRATION LAW

1. The laws very rarely change
2. The policies/procedures are 

always changing
3. The media always covers 

immigration
4. The media rarely tells the whole 

story
5. Everyone has an immigration 

story - discover yours!



THE IMMIGRATION LAW
● “Immigration and Nationality Act INAˮ of 1965
● Bedrock of immigration system
● Establishes visa processes based on 

categories + country of origin
● Favors family reunification + skilled immigrants
● A handful of new laws since INA in 1965, but

no major changes since 1965
● Many policies and presidential actions in each 

administration (humanitarian, terrorism 
actions, border control, DACA, etc.)



FEDERAL AGENCIES INVOLVED IN 
IMMIGRATION LAW



THREE TYPES OF 
IMMIGRATION CASES

FAMILY EMPLOYMENT HUMANITARIAN



https://reason.org/wp-content/uploads/files/a87d1550853898a9b306ef458f116079.pdf 

https://reason.org/wp-content/uploads/files/a87d1550853898a9b306ef458f116079.pdf


FAMILY BASED 
IMMIGRATION

● Must  have a pathway in order to 
get a family based visa / green 
card. 

● Pathways exist for certain 
relatives of U.S. Citizens or 
Lawful Permanent Residents

● USC or LPR must petition for 
relative 

● Petitions cost $3,000$5,000 or 
more each

● Petitions usually take 13 years, 
some even longer

● Some petitions could take 15 
years, depending on country of 
origin



FAMILY EXAMPLES

Naturalization
Green Card 
Adjustment 

of Status)

Fiance Visa
K1

International 
Adoption

Visitor Visas
B1/B2



EMPLOYMENT BASED 
IMMIGRATION

● Two main types of visas : 
temporary and permanent

● 20+ categories of temporary 
work visas, each with their own 
set of regulations

● 5 levels of permanent work 
visas

● Most permanent visas require 
DOL “Labor Certificationˮ

● Many categories have numerical 
limitations and/or lottery 
systems

● Employer petitions cost 
$15,000$20,000 each

● Petitions usually take 13 years, 
some even longer



EMPLOYMENT EXAMPLES

L1 
Intracompany 

Transferee

H1B
Specialty 

Occupation

E1 Treaty 
Traders

H2A 
Agricultural 

Visa

O1 
Extraordinary 

Ability 

P1 Athlete or 
Performer

R1 Religious 
Worker

TN NAFTA 
Visa

Permanent 
Worker 

Extraordinary
, advanced 

degree,skilled 
workers)

Immigrant 
Investor

Permanent)



HUMANITARIAN 
IMMIGRATION

● Multiple programs exist
● Programs usually change when 

Executive Branch changes
● Each program has specific 

criteria and requirements
● Programs are sourced in 

Executive Orders, Agency 
Rulemaking, or the INA

● Most application types carry low 
or no fees

● Most programs are 
“oversubscribed,ˮ  so wait times 
are extremely long

● Eligibility requirements are strict; 
denials are common

● Some programs subject to 
cancellation



HUMANITARIAN CASE 
EXAMPLES

SIJS
Special 

Immigrant 
Juvenile)

Refugee 
Resettlement

VAWA
TPS

Temporary 
Protected 

Status)

DACA
Deferred 
Action for 
Childhood 
Arrivals)

U Visa
Victims of 

Crime)

T Visa
Victims of 
Trafficking)

Parole
U4U, Afghan, 
Humanitarian)

Asylum

DED
Deferred 
Enforced 

Departure)



THE TOP 5 
IMMIGRATION 

MYTHS



#1 Immigrants are a drain on the economy

#2 Immigrants increase crime rates

#3 Immigrants take jobs from Americans

#4 Seeking asylum is illegal

#5 Immigrants do not pay taxes



#1 Immigrants are a drain on the economy

Immigrants contribute 
more to the economy than 
they receive in benefits

https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/fiscal-impact-r
efugees-asylees 

Immigration actually has 
positive economic impacts

https://www.nber.org/papers/w23498 

Immigrants are more likely to 
be involved in the labor force 
than native-born US citizens

https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.or
g/locations/national/# 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/fiscal-impact-refugees-asylees
https://aspe.hhs.gov/reports/fiscal-impact-refugees-asylees
https://www.nber.org/papers/w23498
https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/national/#
https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/national/#


Areas with higher 
immigrant populations tend 
to have lower crime rates

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.or
g/sites/default/files/research/debunking_th
e_myth_of_immigrants_and_crime.pdf 

Immigrants are less likely to 
commit crimes than native 
born Americans.

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas
.2014704117 

Being an immigrant in the 
U.S. without status is not a 
criminal offense

https://www.libertarianism.org/books/most-
common-arguments-against-immigration-an
d-why-they-are-wrong 

#2 Immigrants increase crime rates

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/debunking_the_myth_of_immigrants_and_crime.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/debunking_the_myth_of_immigrants_and_crime.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/debunking_the_myth_of_immigrants_and_crime.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2014704117
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2014704117
https://www.libertarianism.org/books/most-common-arguments-against-immigration-and-why-they-are-wrong
https://www.libertarianism.org/books/most-common-arguments-against-immigration-and-why-they-are-wrong
https://www.libertarianism.org/books/most-common-arguments-against-immigration-and-why-they-are-wrong


Immigration has a positive 
impact on wages of 
native-born workers

https://www.nber.org/digest/mar10/effect-i
mmigration-productivity-evidence-us-states 

Immigrants usually fill jobs 
that Americans are 
unwilling to do (agriculture, 
construction, & hospitality) 

https://www.epi.org/blog/immigrants-ar
e-not-hurting-u-s-born-workers-six-facts-t
o-set-the-record-straight/ 

Immigration is tied to 
positive economic growth 
+ innovation

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/a-spicy-
red-sauce-and-how-immigrants-generate-job
s-and-growth-in-the-us/ 

#3 Immigrants take jobs away from Americans

https://www.nber.org/digest/mar10/effect-immigration-productivity-evidence-us-states
https://www.nber.org/digest/mar10/effect-immigration-productivity-evidence-us-states
https://www.epi.org/blog/immigrants-are-not-hurting-u-s-born-workers-six-facts-to-set-the-record-straight/
https://www.epi.org/blog/immigrants-are-not-hurting-u-s-born-workers-six-facts-to-set-the-record-straight/
https://www.epi.org/blog/immigrants-are-not-hurting-u-s-born-workers-six-facts-to-set-the-record-straight/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/a-spicy-red-sauce-and-how-immigrants-generate-jobs-and-growth-in-the-us/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/a-spicy-red-sauce-and-how-immigrants-generate-jobs-and-growth-in-the-us/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/a-spicy-red-sauce-and-how-immigrants-generate-jobs-and-growth-in-the-us/


Seeking asylum is a legal 
right also established by 
international law

https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overvie
w/1951-refugee-convention 

Seeking asylum is a 
long-standing legal right 
established in the INA

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/ref
ugees-and-asylum/asylum/obtaining-asyl
um-in-the-united-states 

Asylum policies and 
procedures change 
frequently, but the law 
does not. 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.or
g/research/asylum-united-states 

#4 Seeking asylum is illegal 

https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/obtaining-asylum-in-the-united-states
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/obtaining-asylum-in-the-united-states
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum/obtaining-asylum-in-the-united-states
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states


Undocumented immigrants 
pay taxes through property 
tax, sales tax and more. 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.or
g/research/adding-billions-tax-dollars-paid-u
ndocumented-immigrants 

Undocumented immigrants 
pay billions in federal, state, 
and local taxes.

https://itep.org/undocumented-immigran
ts-taxes-2024/ 

The IRS does not require 
taxpayers to register 
status when paying taxes

https://taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/do
-immigrants-pay-taxes 

#5  Immigrants do not pay taxes

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/adding-billions-tax-dollars-paid-undocumented-immigrants
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/adding-billions-tax-dollars-paid-undocumented-immigrants
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/adding-billions-tax-dollars-paid-undocumented-immigrants
https://itep.org/undocumented-immigrants-taxes-2024/
https://itep.org/undocumented-immigrants-taxes-2024/
https://taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/do-immigrants-pay-taxes
https://taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/do-immigrants-pay-taxes


IMMIGRATION IN 
INDIANA



https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/indiana/ 

https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/indiana/














House Bill 1399

Creates the crime of 
unlawful presence in 
Indiana by an alien, a 
Class A misdemeanor.

House Bill 1393

Requires law enforcement 
officers to report suspected illegal 
immigrants that have been 
arrested for a crime to the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) Agency 

Passed out of committee 
01/24/25 with bipartisan support

Senate Bill 428

Clarifies that the 
enforcement of federal 
immigration laws may be 
carried out by federal, state, 
or local law enforcement.

IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION 
in INDIANA





HOW TO SUPPORT 
IMMIGRANTS IN 

INDIANA



Distribute 
“Know Your 

Rights” 
information

Donate to 
immigration 
nonprofits

Call your 
elected 
officials

Pray
Distribute 

“Red Cards”
(ILRC)

Educate 
yourself



Let your representatives know how you feel about the immigration 
changes! Phone calls are the most effective way to contact your 
representatives.

● Call Todd Young at 2022245623
● Call Jim Banks at 2022244814



ICE ENFORCEMENT & PLACES OF WORSHIP
1. Public vs. Private Spaces

○ Worship spaces, lobbies = anyone can enter
○ Staff offices = private space, judicial warrant required

2. During an ICE Encounter 
○ Remain calm. Do not rush to exits (running away = probable cause)
○ Remind congregants they can exercise their rights

3. If ICE Attempts to Enter Private Space
○ Do not open door, ask for officerʼs identifying info/credentials & record info
○ Request to see warrant through window or under door (needs to be signed by a 

judge)
4. Support Immigrant Congregants

○ Legal assistance, bond payment, pastoral care, meals, childcare
5. Seek Individualized Legal Counsel if “Sanctuary Churchˮ

○ Federal and state laws very complicated
○ Risks and defenses should be evaluated before determining “sanctuaryˮ church



KNOW YOUR RIGHTS INFO FOR IMMIGRANTS
1. Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.

○ https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-communit
y/know-your-rights/know-your-rights-guide-your-rights-when

2. National Immigrant Justice Center
○ https://immigrantjustice.org/know-your-rights

3. Immigrant Legal Resource Center
○ https://www.ilrc.org/resources/community/know-your-rights-tool

kit 
4. National Immigrant Law Center

○ https://www.nilc.org/resources/
5. World Relief

○ https://worldrelief.org/chicagoland/client-hub/ 

https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/know-your-rights/know-your-rights-guide-your-rights-when
https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/know-your-rights/know-your-rights-guide-your-rights-when
https://immigrantjustice.org/know-your-rights
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/community/know-your-rights-toolkit
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/community/know-your-rights-toolkit
https://www.nilc.org/resources/
https://worldrelief.org/chicagoland/client-hub/


IMMIGRATION NONPROFITS - INDIANA

1. Exodus Refugee Indy & Bloomington)   https://www.exodusrefugee.org/ 
2. National Immigrant Justice Center Indy & Goshen) https://immigrantjustice.org/ 
3. Catholic Charities Indy  https://helpcreatehope.org/ 
4. Catholic Charities Fort Wayne)  https://www.ccfwsb.org/ 
5. Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic  Indy https://www.nclegalclinic.org/ 
6. Indiana Legal Services   https://www.indianalegalservices.org/ 
7. La Casa de Amistad South Bend) https://www.lacasadeamistad.org/ 
8. Mariposa Legal Indy https://mariposalegal.org/ 
9. The Welcome Network Hammond) https://www.thewelcomenet.org 

See the full list here: 
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/legaldirectory/search?state=IN 

https://www.exodusrefugee.org/
https://immigrantjustice.org/
https://helpcreatehope.org/
https://www.ccfwsb.org/
https://www.nclegalclinic.org/
https://www.indianalegalservices.org/
https://www.lacasadeamistad.org/
https://mariposalegal.org/
https://www.thewelcomenet.org
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/legaldirectory/search?state=IN


IMMIGRATION NONPROFITS - USA

1. Immigrant Advocates Network www.immigrantadvocates.org 
2. Catholic Legal Immigration Network www.cliniclegal.org
3. World Relief www.worldrelief.org 
4. Immigrant Legal Resource Center www.ilrc.org 
5. National Immigration Forum www.immigrationforum.org 
6. American Immigration Council www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org 
7. National Immigration Law Center www.nilc.org 
8. United We Dream www.unitedwedream.org 

http://www.immigrantadvocates.org
http://www.cliniclegal.org
http://www.worldrelief.org
http://www.ilrc.org
http://www.immigrationforum.org
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org
http://www.nilc.org
http://www.unitedwedream.org


Q&A

THANK 
YOU!

www.pontiuslaw.com


